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Economic Integration for
Individuals in the Refugee
Resettlement Program

December 5, 2017
5–6:45 p.m.
University of Michigan Law School

THE PROBLEM
BOTH REFUGEES AND FOREIGN NATIONAL VICTIMS
OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT BENEFITS. HOW CAN
THESE BENEFITS BE OPTIMIZED TO INCREASE
INDIVIDUAL ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR THE COMMUNITIES
IN WHICH THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE RESETTLED?
STUDENTS IN THIS CLASS WERE TASKED WITH
DEVELOPING INNOVATIONS TO FACILITATE THE
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION OF REFUGEES AND
VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING BOTH DURING
AND AFTER THE RESETTLEMENT PROCESS.

AGENDA
5 p.m.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Alicia Davis

Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives and Professor of Law

5:05 p.m.

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
AND PANEL Q&A AND COMMENTS

6:25 p.m.

AUDIENCE Q&A AND COMMENTS
MODERATORS

Bridgette Carr

Clinical Professor of Law
and

Rashmi Menon

Lecturer in Entrepreneurial Studies, Ross School of Business

6:45 p.m.

CLOSING

PANELISTS
HASSAN BAZZI

Director, Regional Opportunities
ACCESS Growth
Hassan Bazzi is director of regional opportunities at ACCESS
Growth. Bazzi began at ACCESS as a member of the business
services team in the employment and training department.
He also oversaw ACCESS’s small business incubator and idea
accelerator, known as the Growth Center, which focuses on
managing a business micro-loan portfolio and developing
immigrant, refugee, and minority-owned businesses in Detroit
and its surrounding communities. A first-generation immigrant
and serial entrepreneur, Bazzi launched his first business in
his early teens and has since guided various ventures from
inception to growth. Bazzi was an Aspen Institute 2015 Ideas
Scholar and currently serves on the board of directors at the
125-year-old Detroit Eastern Market.

PANELISTS
SHRINA EADEH

Director, Resettlement Services
Jewish Family Services
Shrina Eadeh, LMSW, is a clinical social worker specialist in
Ann Arbor. She earned a Bachelor of Social Work from Eastern
Michigan University and a Master of Social Work from the
University of Michigan, and she has more than six years of
diverse experience, especially in clinical social work. She
cooperates with other doctors and physicians in medical
groups, including Jewish Family Services of Washtenaw
County, to provide services that include reception and
placement, matching grants, micro-enterprise development,
and post-resettlement services. She has worked with refugees
from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia, and elsewhere.
Eadeh has spoken about refugee, migrant, and child health at
Michigan Medicine, and she discussed refugee resettlement in
Washtenaw County at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.

PANELISTS
ABDULLAH HAMMOUD

Representative
Michigan House of Representatives
Abdullah Hammoud is serving his first term in the Michigan
House of Representatives, emerging as a strong voice for civil
rights and a leading mind for health policy. He represents
the 15th District, comprised of his hometown city, Dearborn.
As a proud son of immigrant parents, Hammoud has been
unwavering in his commitment to Michigan and Dearborn
for more than a decade. From volunteering at community
cleanups with organizations like ACCESS to advocating to
raise awareness for mental health conditions with the SAFE
Substance Abuse Coalition, Hammoud consistently has given
back to the community that fostered his growth and success.
Hammoud earned his Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Michigan–Dearborn and his Master of Public
Health degree from the University of Michigan–Ann Arbor.
After working for three years as a health care consultant at the
Center for Healthcare Research and Transformation, he felt a
profound need to utilize his skills and knowledge to serve as a
volunteer with the United Nations Relief and Work Agency in
Jordan. During his months there, he led a successful initiative
to reduce obesity among diabetic refugees throughout the
Middle East.
In 2014, Hammoud was nominated and elected as the youngest
board member for the Michigan League of Conservation
Voters Education Fund. For more than two years, he was
on the forefront fighting to protect Michigan’s land, air, and
water by educating legislators and communities on the need
for environmentally conscious policy. Recently, Hammoud
returned to the University of Michigan in pursuit of a Master of
Business Administration degree at the Ross School of Business.
Expanding his business acumen will help him craft economic
policy to address the issue of income inequality and to better
support the hardworking middle class.

FACULTY
BRIDGETTE CARR

Clinical Professor of Law
University of Michigan Law School
Professor Bridgette Carr, ‘02, has dedicated her career to
advocating for the rights of human trafficking victims and advancing
comprehensive domestic and international anti-trafficking policies.
Her work focuses on driving paradigm shifts in the way human
trafficking victimization is perceived and addressed, and helping
reintegrate victims by developing legal solutions that address the
complex issues of coercion and victimization around compelled service
and its aftermath.
As the founding director of the University of Michigan Law School’s Human Trafficking Clinic,
the first clinical law program solely devoted to addressing this issue comprehensively, Carr, her
colleagues, and a new generation of trainees have provided free legal services to victims since
2009, supporting the wide-ranging needs of men, women, and children, both foreign nationals and
U.S. citizens, who have been victimized by a range of trafficking crimes. Using the U-M clinic as a
model, Carr is working with university partners around the world to develop similar programs to
combat human trafficking and train law students, and has helped establish university law clinics in
Mexico, Ethiopia, and Brazil to broaden the network of legal experts who can address the issues of
compelled service that transcend international borders. She is the lead author of the first casebook
on human trafficking law and policy, which examines the cross-section of criminal justice, civil and
human rights, immigration, and international law that frames these issues.
Carr regularly provides human trafficking training to law enforcement, government officials, and
health care providers, as well as consultations to state and national authorities
on the issue of human trafficking. She is a member of the Michigan Human Trafficking Taskforce,
a collaborative effort to identify and rescue victims, prosecute offenders, restore victims, and
educate people in Michigan about human trafficking, in both sexual and labor exploitation. In
2013, she was appointed to Michigan’s first Commission on Human Trafficking by Attorney
General Bill Schuette. She also has served as a consultant to the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC), the UN agency focused on criminal justice for victims of human trafficking
and migrant smuggling. She has appeared as an expert on human trafficking on The Today Show,
MSBNC, and National Public Radio, and has been quoted in The New York Times and many other
news outlets. Carr received her BA, cum laude, from the University of Notre Dame and earned her
JD, cum laude, from Michigan Law. During law school, she was a Michigan Refugee
and Asylum Law Fellow with Amnesty International. Prior to joining the Law School faculty, she
was an associate clinical professor at the University of Notre Dame Law School, where she led
the Immigrant Rights Project. In 2008, she was awarded a Marshall Memorial Fellowship to
study human trafficking issues in Europe.

FACULTY
JAMES C. HATHAWAY

James E. and Sarah A. Degan Professor of Law
Director, Program in Refugee and Asylum Law
University of Michigan Law School
Professor James C. Hathaway is a leading authority on
international refugee law whose work is cited regularly by the
most senior courts of the common law world. He is the founding
director of Michigan Law’s Program in Refugee and Asylum
Law and the Distinguished Visiting Professor of International
Refugee Law at the University of Amsterdam. From 2008
to 2010, Hathaway was on leave to serve as dean of the
Melbourne Law School, where he established Australia’s first
all-graduate (JD) law program. Before joining the Michigan Law
faculty in 1998, he was professor of law and associate dean of
the Osgoode Hall Law School (Toronto), and has been appointed
a visiting professor at the universities of Cairo, California,
Macerata, San Francisco, Toronto, and Tokyo, as well as at
Stanford University. He regularly provides training on refugee
law to academic, non-governmental, and official audiences
around the world. Hathaway’s publications include The Law of
Refugee Status (2014), with Michelle Foster; Transnational Law:
Cases and Materials (2013), with Mathias Reimann, Timothy
Dickinson, and Joel Samuels; Human Rights and Refugee Law
(2013); The Rights of Refugees Under International Law (2005);
Reconceiving International Refugee Law (1997); and more than
80 journal articles. He is founding patron and senior adviser
to Asylum Access, a nonprofit organization committed to
delivering innovative legal aid to refugees in the global South,
and counsel on international protection to the U.S. Committee
for Refugees and Immigrants. Hathaway sits on the editorial
boards of the Journal of Refugee Studies, the Immigration and
Nationality Law Reports, and reflaw.org.

FACULTY
RASHMI MENON

Entrepreneur-in-Residence, Zell Lurie Institute
Lecturer, Entrepreneurial Studies
University of Michigan
In addition to her roles at the Ross School of Business,
Rashmi Menon provides product and strategy consulting
services as an independent consultant. She previously was
vice president at Videogenie and Zvents and co-founder of
Green Resource Network.
She has an MBA from Stanford Graduate School of Business
and a bachelor’s degree in economics from Harvard College.

PROGRAM LEADERSHIP
ALICIA J. DAVIS

Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives
Professor of Law
University of Michigan Law School
Since joining the Michigan Law faculty in fall 2004, Professor
Alicia J. Davis has taught Enterprise Organization, Mergers and
Acquisitions, Investor Protection, and the Law and Economics
Workshop. She also serves as the associate dean for strategic
initiatives. Her current research includes projects in corporate
governance and securities regulation. Before coming to
Michigan Law, Davis practiced law at Kirkland & Ellis LLP in
Washington, D.C., where she represented public and private
companies and private equity firms in mergers and acquisitions
and leveraged buyout transactions. Her professional experience
also includes time as an investment banker, first with Goldman,
Sachs & Co. in New York—where her clients included Fortune
100 companies pursuing equity and debt financings—and
later with Raymond James Associates in St. Petersburg,
Florida, where she served as a vice president and represented
public and private companies in middle market mergers and
acquisitions transactions. Davis served as a visiting professor
at the University of Chicago Law School in fall 2010, and she
is a member of the Florida and District of Columbia Bars. She
earned her BS in business administration, summa cum laude,
from Florida A&M University, her MBA from Harvard Business
School, and her JD from Yale Law School.

STUDENTS
RUSSELL BUSCH
Law School

ALLISON HIGHT
Law School

ERIN HOYA
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts
(Modern Middle East and North African Studies)
Law School

REBECCA HUGHES
Law School

SEEMA KASSAB
Law School

STUDENTS
KELLY KUNDRAT
School of Social Work

NANCY McDERMOTT
Stephen M. Ross School of Business

MARY NAOUM
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy

CRISTINA OBREGON ALARCON
Stephen M. Ross School of Business

LILIYA PARAKETSOVA
Law School

STUDENTS
STEPHANIE RALLS
School of Social Work

KURURAMA SANCHEZ
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy

MAYA SHARODI
Stephen M. Ross School of Business

ABOUT THE MICHIGAN LAW

PROBLEM SOLVING INITIATIVE
Michigan Law School’s Problem Solving Initiative (PSI)
provides a platform for the development of creative solutions
to some of the world’s most difficult challenges in business
and society by giving students a framework for analyzing and
solving complex problems and guiding organizations through
innovation and change. Through a team-based, experiential,
and interdisciplinary learning model, small groups of
graduate and professional students work with top-notch
faculty to explore and offer solutions to emerging, complex,
multifaceted problems. The small group classes, comprising
students from U-M graduate and professional schools, give
participants a unique opportunity to receive guidance from
accomplished instructors and leading experts in the business
and policy communities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
problemsolving@umich.edu

problemsolving.law.umich.edu

